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BBiigg,,  HHaaiirryy  DDeeaall
DDNNAA  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  TTaakkeess  aa  FFrroonntt  SSeeaatt

IINNSSIIDDEE  ::
**NNeewwss  ffrroomm  22000099  ssaallee

ccoonnttrriibbuuttoorrss
**HHaappppeenniinnggss  aanndd  eevveennttss
aatt  CCrroossss  DDiiaammoonndd

**PPrreevviieeww  ooff   tthhee  22000099  
ssaallee  ooffffeerriinngg

This summer has
found us working
with the hair of
cattle a lot.  A new
emphasis on the
show ring, you
wonder?  No, there
have been no
blowers, Show
Sheen or fluffer
combs involved.
The hair we’ve
been working with

has been the tail hair and we’ve been
pulling it out by the roots.  (Mostly the
hair of  the cattle—we’ve been pulling our
own hair out at times, too, though not for
science…)
Although we’ve been pulling hair sam-

ples in our calves to determine parentage
in multi-sire breeding groups for several
years, 2009 brought our hair-pulling to a
bigger scope.

An invitation to participate in the
Weight Traits Project (WTP), has led to
this obsessive hair pulling in a six state
area. The WTP is a collaborative effort to
identify DNA markers for birth, weaning
and yearling weights in beef  cattle.  This
ambitious project is spear-headed by the
National Beef  Cattle Evaluation Consor-
tium (NBCEC), in conjunction with the
United States Meat Animal Research Cen- 

ter (US MARC), breed associations, uni-
versities and Igenity, an industry DNA
company.  Researchers hope this genotypic
DNA data can be integrated with current
expected progeny differences (EPD) cal-
culations to improve accuracies.  Dr. John
Pollak, director of  the NBCEC, foresees
the eventual move to molecular breeding
val-  
ues (MBVs), in place of  EPDs, which
would provide the genotypic prediction of
a bull’s offspring and their performance.  
Six different states—Nebraska, Kansas,

Iowa, North Dakota, Colorado and South
Dakota—  are represented by roughly 20
seed stock breeders from seven different
breeds- Red Angus, Angus, Hereford,
Charolais, Gelbvieh, Simmental and Lim-
ousin in this stage of  the WTP.  
These producers are charged with the

task of  collecting DNA on their 2009
born calf  crops.  Scientists also requested
DNA on the dams and sires of  those
calves, as helpful, but not mandatory to
the project.  This year, the bull calves will
be genotyped and data provided to the
producers.  Dr. John Pollak, director of
the NBCEC, estimated around 20,000
DNA samples will be collected for this be-
ginning stage of  the WTP.
Roughly, I’ve figured that we’ve pulled

samples on 355 cows, their calves and 18
natural service herd sires.  In addition,
we’ve pulled hair samples on all of  the
bulls offered in the sale for osteoporosis
testing and the replacement heifers to 

have on file either for our own use or for
future use in the WTP.  This comes to 964
cattle that have been sampled in 2009.
Take that times 25, since 20-30 individ-
ual hairs are needed for the sample and you
come up with 24,100  Now figure that
each of  these hairs is cut in half  when
mounted on the collection card, and we’ve
had 48,200 pieces of  hair floating free of
the animal it belonged to originally.
I won’t even try to calculate the amount

of  “stuff ” that often goes along with
bovine tail hair in the samples.  Suffice it
to say that the lab recommendation that
the hair be “free of  fecal material and dirt”
was a guideline—not always an absolute.
I’m quite certain that the lab was dis-
pleased with the sample from the last cow
through the chute who had circled back
several times in the crowding pen, dreading
her trip down the alleyway, and not at all
pleased with the personal attention she
was receiving—all after dining on the lush
green grass of  early summer…  In the
words of  our two-year-old daughter,
“Ooo, ick.”
Overall, the mass collection of  hair was

a project that added some extra effort to
the process of  working cattle, but the data
we’ll gain—whether in genetic defect test-
ing or parent verification is worth the ef-
fort to deliver a more reliable product.  As
for our involvement in the WTP, it’s excit-
ing to be in on the ground floor in the de-
velopment of  improved genetic
predictions of  beef  cattle.

PPlleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  uuss  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  
qquueessttiioonnss  oorr  ccoommmmeennttss::
SSccootttt  aanndd  KKiimm  FFoorrdd

7722886622  CC  RRdd,,  BBeerrttrraanndd,,  NNEE
330088//887766--22221111  oorr  999911--22445522

tthheeffoorrddss@@ccrroossssddiiaammoonnddccaattttllee..ccoomm
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RRaanncchh  NNaammee::    77UU  RRaanncchh
WWhhoo’’ss  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  bbuullllss::    LLoonnnniiee  aanndd  JJaanneett  FFrriimmaannnn
LLooccaattiioonn::    BBaayyaarrdd,,  NNeebb..
NNuummbbeerr  ooff   bbuullllss  iinn  ssaallee::    2200
BBrreeeedd::    RReedd  AAnngguuss

Hello to all you fellow cattle people. What a change a year can make. We have
been blessed with more grass
this summer than we have had
the last seven years, no joke.
Still can hardly find the calves
when they are laying down...
wonderful to say the least.

Hope
you all fared as well.....

The bulls this year were de-
veloped same as prior year’s.
Grass hay, alfalfa and five
pounds of  grain and then to grass. In late September, we feed them five pounds
of  wheat mids until we take them to Scott and Kim's to begin adjustments for
the sale...  
We used some new sires for us (Mission Statement, Sakic, and Major League)

and they look good. . We have three Six Mile Sakic bulls in the sale, they are the
first, I believe to sell in the U. S. At Six Miles's sale in April, a son of  Sakic
brought $37,500, the high selling bull for them.  You all will just have to come
and see if  they fit your program or not. We certainly have other bulls that would
fit some needs. Scott and Kim always bring a good lineup from which to choose..
Thanks to Cross Diamond for al-
lowing us to market our bulls with
them.  We hope to see you there. 

God's Blessings
Lonnie and Janet Frimann
Lonnie and Janet

Great grass and happiness at 7U

Out with Summer, in with Fall...
The air has a hint of  fall in it now, and the nights are getting noticeably cooler.

It’s tough to see summer go, especially when it was a summer as beautiful as the
one just past.  The temperatures were moderate, the rains timely and the grass was
green.  We couldn’t have asked for more.

School has started—and with Johanna in Kindergarten, I really do mean
started—for the next decade and a half, at least.  Johanna likes school, by the way,

which comes as no surprise.  Not only
because she’s excited about learning, but
also because her grandma (Scott’s mom)
is her teacher.  Although she likes school,
she’s also quite a home-body, so the ad-
justment has been a challenge for her.
The adjustment isn’t all Johanna’s--
Marie and I have missed her terribly dur-
ing the hours that she’s gone.

Little sister Marie is making do with-
out a playmate/sparring partner.  She’s
making “big girl” plans now that she’s be-
come one, according to her definition.
Sunday school and gymnastics are on her
list of  activities, in addition to keeping

track of  several animals around the ranch. 
We’ve had a busy summer:  many projects like a corral overhaul at Elwood,

cross-fencing, tank pouring and the construction of  a sale day load-out facility.
This year we synchronized and AI’d over three hundred head of  cows, as well as
transferring over 100 embryos.  Add in the general maintenance, repair and cat-
tle welfare, no one has needed to wonder what to do next.  We continue to be
blessed with a great work force—many of  the hapless workers are family.  You can
see the many faces that have pitched in to help with projects on the photo pages
in the center of  the Chronicle.

Nick Brandyberry and Mike Scholz are signed on for more full time work here
at Cross Diamond Cattle Company.  As we move toward a busy time of  weaning,
sale preparation and winter feeding, we’re happy to have these two individuals at
the daily grind.

As you can read in the “Big Hairy Deal” article, we’ve done a lot of  DNA test-
ing this year.  We are proud to market our sale offering as 100 percent osteopet-
rosis (OS) free.  Out of  all the bulls we tested- 140 for OS, only four head came
back as carriers— all from purchased cows and out-cross genetics.  This gives us
confidence that this genetic defect hasn’t been a problem in our Cross Diamond
genetics and won’t take much to clean up in our herd.  Although we have never
contended that OS is a problem any bigger than a bad udder or unsound struc-
ture, we want to take every measure at our disposal to prevent passing it on in our
genetics.  If  you’d like more information on genetic defects, please contact us, or
visit the Red Angus website at www.redangus.org. 

We are very excited about this year’s sale offering.  Our core group of  bulls is
as deep in quality as ever.  The bulls will remain on large pastures until around
October 1, when they will come into the 40 acre bull pastures closer to home.
They were started on dried distillers grain around September 1 to help them uti-
lize the pasture as the quality of  the grass decreased.

Sires represented are Panhandle Sandman 4255,  Beckton Epic R522, Beckton
Herald P375, Hustler R588, 5L Express 1152-6755, Rambo 9005, Romeo 478,
ARO Triple Play 503, T3 Chief  2887, plus several others with smaller numbers
of  calves.  

This year’s sale offering will include 200 coming two-year-old Red Angus  

bulls, 20 Polled Hereford bulls, 200 commercial bred heifers and four ranch broke
horses.  We’re happy to welcome our consignors to the sale and hope you will take
time to learn about their goals and programs, as well as ours in this second annual
issue of  the Cross Diamond Chronicle.  

We’re pleased to announce that the Paxton Ranch from Stapleton, Neb. will be
consigning a load of  their commercial bred heifers to the sale.  John and Jessica
Warren have been good friends and bull customers for several years.  They are ex-
cellent cattlemen and managers, and will provide a true cross-section of  their
heifers for you to purchase.  These heifers will be ultrasound pregnancy tested and
bred to calve in February.  They will sell on video here at the sale December 14,
FOB from the Paxton Ranch at Stapleton.
The selection of  our commercial bred heifers is strong again this year.  These fem-

inine, broody heifers are from the herds great friends and customers:  Gilroy Land
and Cattle, Dalton and Alliance, Neb.; John Covalt, Alliance, Neb.; Half  Box I,
George and Sondie Smith, Bertrand, Neb.; Chip Kuck, Bertrand, Neb.; and 4 Lazy
S Cattle, Melvin and Karen Suchy, Tryon, Neb.  The heifers were synchronized
and AI’d in May, then cleaned up for 45 days.  
We’re excited about this sale offering all the way through.  We believe that through

the selection of  our bulls and those of  our consignors, we have the bulls to meet
the needs of  any program, and the customer service to back them up.  Have a great
fall!



RRaanncchh  nnaammee::  JJMMSS  PPoolllleedd  HHeerreeffoorrddss
WWhhoo’’ss  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  bbuullllss::    
DDaannnnyy,,  JJaanneellllee  &&  TTrreenntt  MMiilllleerr  
LLooccaattiioonn::  KKnniifflleeyy,,  KKYY  
NNuummbbeerr  ooff   BBuullllss  iinn  ssaallee::  1155  
BBrreeeedd::  HHeerreeffoorrdd  
by Danny Miller  

JMS Polled Herefords would like to welcome you to the 4th Annual Cross
Diamond Cattle Company Production Sale. For the last three years we have
participated in this event offering Red Angus genetics as Miller Red Angus. We
thank you folks for your support and hope these cattle have contributed to your
program. For the last ten years, we had been running two purebred cattle oper-
ations. Our Hereford herd was established in 1975 and Red Angus was added
in 1998. We developed a very good herd of  Red Angus cattle, and were pleased
to see them flourish when used anywhere in the country. Last year, we made the
decision to focus on one breed, mainly due to the complexity of  the two oper-
ations, and to increase the numbers to a single breed to give us more selection
power. Mark Nelson of  Bertrand, Neb. purchased the herd intact, and you will
have the opportunity to purchase the genetics of  this good herd of  cattle here
at Cross Diamond. 
We selected the Hereford breed since we were already more established, and

had spent over thirty years breeding and developing this herd. The Hereford
herd is made up of  entirely linebred Victor Domino bloodlines. The herd has
been closed to outside females since 1987. Our herd is noted for calving ease,
moderate frame size, and are very maternal. 
We are offering a pen of  these Linebred Victor Domino bulls  Dec. 14th.

These bulls will be a great cross on Red or Black Angus females, and can be used
on heifers. You can gain the positive effects of  heterosis with the first cross on
heifers. The replacement females sired by these bulls will make some of  the best
F1 Red or Black baldy females that can be produced. Pictured is a typical JMS
female. Please note the many years of  the JMS program in her pedigree.  I will
be looking forward to seeing you folks and "talking cattle" December 14th, at
Cross Diamond Cattle Company. 

Danny Miller 
JMS Polled Herefords 

TThhee  MMoorree  TThhiinnggss  CChhaannggee......
Miller disperses Red Angus, Consigns Herefords to
Cross Diamond Sale

Three Generations Working Together
at Choat Cattle Company
RRaanncchh  NNaammee::  CChhooaatt  CCaattttllee  CCoommppaannyy
WWhhoo’’ss  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  bbuullllss::  WWaayynnee  aanndd  JJooddyy,,  FFaaiitthh,,  WWeessttoonn  aanndd  CCllaaiirree  CChhooaatt
DDaavvee  aanndd  KKaatthhyy  SSttooddoollaa
LLooccaattiioonn::  SStt..  EEddwwaarrdd,,  NNeebb..
NNuummbbeerr  ooff   bbuullllss  iinn  ssaallee::    1188
BBrreeeedd::  RReedd  AAnngguuss
by Wayne Choat
Choat Cattle Company is owned

and operated by Wayne and Jody
Choat along with their children Faith, Weston, and Claire.  The family operation
is located just outside of  St. Edward, Nebraska.  Partners in the program are
Jody’s parents, Dave and Kathy Stodola from Omaha.
Along with raising corn, soybeans and alfalfa, a cow herd of  approximately 175

registered Red Angus cows is maintained.  After years in the commercial cattle
business, the purebred Red Angus herd was started in 2002 by purchasing some
of  the very best females that could be found from breeders throughout the Mid-
west.  Selection criteria included good feet, excellent udders, easy fleshing cattle
with lots of  volume to utilize available forages, and of  course, with three small
children, calm dispositions was a must.
Herd sire selection emphasizes good female makers, focusing on feet, udders

and volume, along with low to moderate birth weights and medium frames.  AI
and embryo transplant are utilized along with natural service to help achieve the
goal of  breeding for the efficient, functional and profitable cow.
The 2008 bull line-up will be featuring sons of  ABS sire Ole’s Oscar.  There will
also be sons from 5L Ram Direct, Choat Knight Rider, Milk Creek Flagstone

and Tennessee Copper Lad, all carrying
traits to help make your ranch more prof-
itable.
Thank you for your interest in Choat Cat-
tle Company’s program.  We look forward
to our second year as a Cross Diamond co-
operative breeder.OOllee’’ss  OOssccaarr

DDaannnnyy,,  JJaanneellllee,,  TTrraavviiss,,  TTrreenntt  aanndd  TTyylleerr  MMiilllleerr

JJMMSS  VViiccttoorriiaa  000011  330033
A typical JMS cow.
Notice the generation
of  JMS Victor Domino
breeding.

JJMMSS  VViiccttoorr  221188  334433

JMS VICTORIA 001 303 {000}
(P42510362)

Regn. No.: 42510362   
Sex: Cow  
Birth Date: 08/26/2003 
Reg. Status: Registered 
Breeder: JMS POLLED HEREFORDS   
Curr. Owner: JMS POLLED HEREFORDS 

JMS VICTOR 104 501 (P23844079) 
JMS VICTOR 501 806 (P41075112) 

JMS VICTORIA 238 631 (P23899225) 
Sire: JMS VICTOR 806 001 (P421 51 665) 

JMS VICTOR 579 233 (P23598725) 
JMS VICTORIA 233 723 (P24000598) 

JMS VICTORIA 858 339 (P23681 080) 
Animal: JMS VICTORIA 001 303 (DOD) (P42510362) 

JMS VICTOR 2105 858 {SOD} (P23272893) 
JMS VICTOR 858 347 {SOD} (P23681 094) 

JMS VICTORIA 579 832 (P23272910) 
Dam: JMS VICTORIA 347 139 (DOD) (P42240332) 

JMS VICTOR 44B R21 {SOD}(P23812951) 
JMS VICTORIA R21 612 (P23899230) 

09 Chronicle pg3:Layout 1 9/14/2009 3:47 PM Page 1



TThhee  ddeesseerrtteedd  AAII  ccoorrrraall----  aa  wweellccoommee  ssiigghhtt  aafftteerr  330000++  hheeaadd..

EEmmbbrryyoo  ttrraannssffeerr
ssppeecciiaalliissttss,,  LLaarrrryy
aanndd  CChheerryyll  NNeell--
ssoonn..

JJoohhnn  FFoorrdd--
ttaallllyyiinngg
ccaallvveess  aatt
pprree--ccoonnddii--
ttiioonniinngg

AA  ttrruuee  ““CCoorrnnhhuusskkeerr,,””  wwee  ssttaarrtt  tthheemm  yyoouunngg!!

PPeeeekkaabboooo!!

DDeessppeerraaddooss,,  CCoorreeyy,,  NNiicckk  aanndd  JJaayy..

BBrreeaakkffaasstt..

TTyylleerr  DDaahhllggrreenn  hheellppiinngg  wwoorrkk  ccaattttllee..

FFlloowweerr  ggiirrll..

PPrreettttyy  ggiirrll  ooff   tthhee  bboovviinnee  ssoorrtt..

MMiixxiinngg,,  dduummppiinngg  aanndd  ppaacckkiinngg  tthhee  wweett  ddiissttiilllleerrss  ggrraaiinn  ppiillee..

MMaarriiee  aanndd  ccoouussiinn  JJeeffff----  ccoonndduuccttiinngg  44--
wwhheeeelleerr  bbuussiinneessss..

GGrraannddmmaa  SShhiirrlleeyy,,  BBiillll,,  MMaarrtthhaa,,  JJoohhaannnnaa
aanndd  MMaarriiee  FFoorrdd OOuutt--ooff--ccoonnttrrooll  ddaattaa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn..

SSccootttt,,  JJoohhaannnnaa  aanndd    MMaarriiee----  ““vvaaccaattiioonn--
iinngg””  aatt  RRoocckk  FFaallllss  ddoowwnn  tthhee  rrooaadd..

KKiimm,,  JJaayy  aanndd
CCoorreeyy  oonn  tthhee  ttaagg--
ggiinngg  ccrreeww..
TTaaggggiinngg  pphhoottooss  bbyy
JJaaccii  SSwweetttt..

SSoonnddiiee  SSmmiitthh  hheellppiinngg  mmoovvee  ccoowwss  aatt  EEllwwoooodd..

GGrraannddppaa  aanndd  BBrriiccee  ppoouurriinngg  cceemmeenntt..

CCoorreeyy,,  NNiicckk,,  JJeeffff   aanndd  GGrraannddppaa  ppoouurriinngg  tthhee
ppaadd  ffoorr  nneeww  hhiigghh--uussee  aauuttooggaattee..

CCoorrrraall  iimmpprroovveemmeenntt  pprroojjeecctt  aatt  EEllwwoooodd..
AAww,,  MMoomm......  II  aallrreeaaddyy  wwaasshheedd  tthheerree..



Back to the Grind at Cross Diamond
RRaanncchh  nnaammee::    33SS  CCaattttllee  
WWhhoo’’ss  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  bbuullllss::    MMiikkee,,  SSaarraa,,
AAbbbbyy  aanndd  GGaarrrreetttt  SScchhoollzz
LLooccaattiioonn::    BBeerrttrraanndd,,  NNeebb..
NNuummbbeerr  ooff   bbuullllss  iinn  ssaallee::  88
BBrreeeedd::  RReedd  AAnngguuss    
by Mike Scholz
What a year it has been! From cool

temperatures to plenty of  rainfall, it has
been a great year to grow grass.  The cows are in great shape and the calves look
like they will be heavier this fall.  Calving went very well. We didn’t assist any reg-
istered cows and birth weights were mostly in the low 70’s.  We calved out a few
ET calves from older genetics such as Marias, EBV, and Barney.  With a couple
weeks before weaning, it will be interesting to see what these calves will do.
As for the sale bulls this year, they look good.  They were wintered and sum-

mered with the Cross Diamond bulls.  There will be a couple of  bulls with some
extra performance and well as a good selection of  calving ease bulls.  They have
not been pampered and have been in big pastures to get plenty of  exercise.
We hope that things have been well for your operation.  Please feel free to call
or stop by and visit.

3S Cattle
Mike, Sara, Abby and Garrett Scholz

A Busy Summer for the Brandyberrys
RRaanncchh  nnaammee::    BBrraannddyybbeerrrryy  CCaattttllee  CCoommppaannyy
WWhhoo’’ss  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  bbuullllss::  NNiicckk,,  SStteepphhaanniiee,,  NNaattee,,  CCaarrtteerr  aanndd  TTuucckkeerr  BBrraannddyybbeerrrryy  
LLooccaattiioonn::    BBeerrttrraanndd,,  NNeebb..
NNuummbbeerr  ooff   bbuullllss  iinn  ssaallee::    66
BBrreeeedd::  RReedd  AAnngguuss    
by Nick Brandyberry
A full year has passed

for us here in Bertrand,
and we couldn’t be hap-
pier.  Nate is going to be
nine this fall and in 4th
grade.  He had a fun
summer of  baseball,
working with his steer
and showing at his first
county fair.  Carter was four in May and Tucker was two in January.  Their sum-
mer was spent helping Nate with his 4-H projects and keeping Mom running.
Steph’s summer was spent chasing the boys and taking Masters classes—I don’t
know how she gets it all done.  

The summer at the ranch was a busy one with calving, AI’ing, and all the fun
of  thistle spraying.  We would like to thank everyone who came and supported
us last year at the sale.  The yearling bulls on grass couldn’t look better.  We will
have a group in this year’s sale again.  They will be sired by BC Combo and
Ridge Omaha.  We hope everyone’s summer was as much fun as ours and hope
to see you all in December at the sale.

Cable and Palmer Prove Themselves
During Summer Internships 

My name is Corey Cable.  I am
going to be a senior at the Uni-
versity of  Nebraska this fall.  I
am majoring in Grazing Live-
stock Systems.  I grew up in Ed-
mond, Okla., then moved to
Omaha, Neb. my freshman year
of  high school.  My grandfather
ran a commercial cow/calf  oper-
ation in southwest Missouri
where I gained a lot of  my expe-
rience in the cattle business.  I
was also very involved in 4-H
and showing cattle.  

It has been a great experience working for Mr. and Mrs. Ford.  It’s been inter-
esting seeing how different methods work in different areas.  The Fords are a
great family and I hope I will be able to work with them in the future.

Hello Everyone!   My name is Jay
Palmer.  I grew up in Wheeler County in
Northern Nebraska. Yes, that means I’m
from the Sandhills.  I first met Scott at
the Kearney Classic.  My friend was
telling me that Cross Diamond was look-
ing for an intern for the spring.  Well it
just so happened I was going to be going
for an internship from Southeast Com-
munity College in Beatrice.  I talked to
Scott, we exchanged numbers and he
called me the next day.

I have never enjoyed working as much as I did when I worked for Scott and
Kim. I want to personally thank them for everything that they have done for
me .Thanks to Johanna and Marie for always keeping me on my toes. Last but
not least, I want to thank Nick Brandyberry for all the great memories, they
will not soon be forgotten. Thanks to all whom I have met while on my intern
at Cross Diamond Cattle Company.

AAllll  iinn  ffuunn:: Weeks of  trash talking comes
to a wrestling match between Nick and
Corey at a slow time on embryo transfer
day.
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Commitment to Genetic Investment
from Right On Cattle
RRaanncchh  nnaammee::    RRiigghhtt  OOnn  CCaattttllee  CCoommppaannyy
WWhhoo’’ss  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  bbuullllss::  MMaarrkk,,  JJooddii,,  JJaakkee,,
TTaannnneerr,,  KKaarrllii  NNeellssoonn
HHoowwaarrdd  NNeellssoonn
LLooccaattiioonn::    BBeerrttrraanndd,,  NNeebb..
NNuummbbeerr  ooff   bbuullllss  iinn  ssaallee::  3355
BBrreeeedd::  RReedd  AAnngguuss    

From fescue to farm land, a group of
cows has been tested on the theory that great cattle perform well in any envi-
ronment.  Last fall, Right On Cattle Company of  Bertrand, Neb. purchased the
complete dispersion of  the Miller Red Angus herd from Knifely, Kent.  Right
On had purchased the spring calving Miller herd over the past two years.  Aside
from a handful of  young pairs, the fall bred cows arrived in August 2008 and
began calving days later.  This completed the purchase of  the Miller herd.  
You may wonder how these “Southern” cows made the switch to our harsher
winters? Quite easily!  It seems it’s much more difficult for cattle to go from
North to South in this country than the other way around.  With heat, humid-
ity, pests and fescue toxicity, cattle have a tough row to hoe in southern climes.
You might say that if  these Red Angus cows survived the humidity and fescue,
they can survive most anything the northern winters can throw at them.
This is a herd that Danny Miller spent hours of  time and research breeding
and improving.  Foundation genetics from the breed-leading herds of  Buffalo
Creek, Panhandle and Cross Diamond were hand-picked to provide the traits
that were desired.  The cows have been intensely bred for uniformity and ma-
ternal strength, while keeping great structure and fleshing ability.  
The Nelsons of  Right On Cattle Company have had great success with mov-
ing the Miller cattle West.  The cows have performed well and continue to excel
in their mothering ability and stayability characteristics.  The Nelson have also
began ultrasounding the bulls to see how they stack up for carcass merit.  
So what’s next for the herd?  Continued breeding for excellence and a desire

to carry on the functional, consistent cow herd that was began as a dream in the
fescue hills of  Kentucky. 
Cross Diamond customers will have the chance to see the fruits of  these labors
in December when the Nelsons of  Right On Cattle will bring a great offering
of  Red Angus combining the elite foundation of  Danny Miller, with just the
“Right On” twist to fit into herds far and wide.   

Whirlwind Summer at 
Straka Red Angus
RRaanncchh  nnaammee::    SSttrraakkaa  RReedd  AAnngguuss
WWhhoo’’ss  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  bbuullllss::    DDaann  aanndd  MMaarryy  SSttrraakkaa
LLooccaattiioonn::    OO’’NNeeiillll,,  NNeebb..
NNuummbbeerr  ooff   bbuullllss  iinn  ssaallee::  2244
BBrreeeedd::  RReedd  AAnngguuss    

Where did the summer go! It doesn't
seem possible that fall and bull sale time
are upon us. I guess the only thing I can
say is we were busy with ranch work and
time flies when you are having fun! It has
been a good summer with timely rain
and livable temperatures. The ‘09 calf
crop has enjoyed a good grass year and
the calves look great!
We did have a little excitement this spring as a tornado made a pass through

our yard. Thank God that it wasn't all the way to the ground. Two barns had to
have roofs replaced, shop doors were ripped off  and our pump house was gone.
Luckily our home had no damage. It sits only about 150 feet west of  one of  the
barns. God is Good!
Our bulls that will be on the cross Diamond Sale in December are looking

very good. Some of  the herd sires represented are: Capstone, Vaquero, Cheyenne,
Straka's Dream Maker-- Southern King son who has been outstanding; and
Straka's Taylor Made who is a Genesis son with great muscle and length.  He is
a very impressive individual.
We look forward to visiting with all of  you on sale day. If  you have any ques-

tions on our bulls feel free to call. 

Dan

SSaannddmmaann  44225555

RRoommeeoo  447788

RRiigghhtt  OOnn  HHeerrddssiirreess

Mark your calendars and join us for our 
4th Annual Sale on 

MMoonnddaayy,,  DDeecc..  1144,,  22000099

CCoommee  tthhee  ddaayy  bbeeffoorree  ttoo  llooookk  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  bbuullllss,,  tthheenn
jjooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  aa  pprriimmee  rriibb  ssuuppppeerr  aanndd  ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn!!



TThhee  CCaattttllee  BBeehhiinndd  tthhee  BBuullllss......
Here are a sample of  cows and bulls with offspring in this year’s sale.  Sure, a
pretty picture doesn’t always mean a lot.  But what we find “attractive” about a cow
is more than just what we see through the viewfinder and these cattle possess the
following big ticket items:  

qquuiieett  ddiissppoossiittiioonn,,  eeaassyy--kkeeeeppiinngg,,
ggoooodd  uuddddeerr,,  ggoooodd  ffeeeett  aanndd  lleeggss,,

ffeerrttiilliittyy,,  lloonnggeevviittyy

Our theory is that once you attain the first few basics on the list, the rest fall
into line.  We want our cowherd to have a solid foundation of  the above charac-
teristics and feel that we can reinforce these traits and add others with careful
sire selection.  Sure, we have some lines with more growth, carcass or maternal
characteristics-- these can be identified for the needs of  each program.  We feel
if  the basics are solidly in place, our customers can concentrate on what’s im-
portant to add to their programs-- whether its growth, maternal or marbling.
No matter what the program, an animal should always be easy to handle and
able to travel well.

We all know that the goal of  “perfection” is an on-going process and we’re al-
ways looking for problems and working to eliminate them.

Sunny 001

Roseanne 029

Capulet 4001

Sandcherry 125
Epic R522 K

Triple Play 503

Romeo 478

Robin 4135 Big Girl 933 (3S)

Constance 290

Robin 715

Gypsy 044

Constance 215

Opal 3394

Robin 721

Scott & Kim Ford
72862 C Rd

Bertrand, NE 68927
www.crossdiamondcattle.com
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