
 Steer Calf (550 lbs.) down 6%                                    Unleaded Gasoline  - down 35%                         

  Yearling Steer (750 lbs) down 10%                             Diesel Fuel -  down 45%  

  Slaughter Steers - down 15%                                      Freight from SC to KS Feedyard  - down 30%                 

  Cull Cows -  down 20%                                                 Blended Commodity Feeds  - down 15%                               

  Corn  -  down 40%                                                       Cattle Mineral Mix -  down 15%                                    

  Nitrogen fertilizer (32%N) down 60%                        Ryegrass Seed  - down 28%                 

  Phosphorus fertilizer (DAP) down 70%                       Grazing Rye Seed  - down 19%  

  Potassium fertilizer (Potash) down 15%               Crimson Clover Seed -  down 60%                    

6th Fall Female & Bull Sale to Feature over 150 head! 
November 7, 2009 * Noon at the Farm  * Come  Join  Us! 

The Good News & the Bad (More good than bad!) Comparing Prices,  August 2009  vs  August 2008  

  Farm News  
  Summer 2009 

sound,  and can get the 
job done.  All the bulls 
selling have passed a 
breeding soundness exam.  
If you cannot attend the 
sale in person it will be 
broadcast live on the 
internet through DV Auc-
tions and there will also 
be a telephone number to 

    The Fall Female and 
Bull Sale  will take place 
at the farm on November 
7, 2009, beginning at 
Noon (EST).  The sale of-
fering will include some-
thing for everyone.                                           

      We will begin with 6 
featured lots from the 
Yon Sarah and Queen 
families, then will con-
tinue with open heifers 
from the very top of our 
replacement heifers.  Fall 
& Spring Cow/Calf pairs,  
Bred Heifers, and Bred 
cows will also sell.  These 
females have done a good 
job for us. 

     After the females sell, 
we will offer approxi-
mately 85 head of coming 
2-year-old bulls that have 

been developed on for-
ages.  The bulls developed 
in this manner have gen-
erated quite a bit of posi-
tive feedback from their 
new owners.  This is a 
much slower way of grow-
ing bulls, but they are 
very well adapted to pas-
ture conditions, are 

It’s time to: 

 Plant Winter Grazing! 

Call us for great prices on  

Grazing Rye 

Marshall Ryegrass 

Clovers 

*”Growing Tips for Winter 
Annuals” can be found in the  
2008 Summer Newsletter at 

www.yonfamilyfarms.com 

Yon Family Farms  
PO Box 737  Ridge Spring, SC  29129   www.yonfamilyfarms.com 
kyon@pbtcomm.net   803-685-5048   Fax  803-685-0548 
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Over 150 head of cattle will sell in the Fall Sale on November 7, 2009 

call in for phone bidders 
(or we can bid for you).  
The details on how to par-
ticipate on the internet or 
phone will appear in the 
sale catalog which will be 
mailed in early October 
and can be seen  at the 
website at 
www.yonfamilyfarms.com 



         We have always enjoyed hosting 
student interns and at last count we 
have seen close to 20 come and go.  
What hit us this summer is that the 
interns now are not really much older 
than our own children.  When our first 
ones came we were just beginning our 
family – we remember Glen Brooks bal-
ing hay the day Drake was born and 
Brian Beer catching Sally’s baby seat 
(with her in it)  as it sailed off a table 
at the barn.  And of course the famous 
driving two-year-old Corbin, being 
chased by Ben Harwell, as he headed 
for the ditch in the pickup is a memory 
that will always stick with us…….   

 This summer we had one local and one 
“foreigner”.  (to most native South 
Carolinians, New Jersey is like a differ-
ent country).  New Jersey native, Chris 
Engel is an interesting story.  A city boy 
who grew up 24 miles from New York 
City, Chris became fascinated with agri-
culture after taking a 7th grade field 
trip to a dairy farm.  This led to spend-
ing summers working on a small farm in 
New Jersey, then led to an internet 
search and inquiries of agricultural 

Summer Interns -”Jersey and Caley” 

Page 2   Farm News  

carriers of a genetic defect and we un-
derstand that.  Any potential carriers 
have been tested and are free of both 
AM and NH before being sold.  Rest as-
sured that we will not be selling any reg-
istered carriers of known recessives, 
just as we don’t sell animals that are 
bad-footed, ill tempered, or poor per-
formers.  Michelle has spent hours and 
hours in the office checking pedigrees, 
submitting samples, and recording re-
sults.  Sure it has cost us a lot of money, 
but all things considered there could be 
a lot worse problems to worry about.  
Demand for Angus bulls and CAB  is still 
quite strong.  Our summary—sure it 
stinks,  but keep it in perspective.       

 What an interesting year we have had 
as Angus breeders.  First of all,  we 
thank the American Angus Board of Di-
rectors and Staff for the countless 
hours they have spent on the phone, e-
mailing, and discussing newly discovered 
genetic defects with breeders.  They 
are not responsible for the defects and 
whether you agree with the guidelines in 
place or not, they were put in place after 
much deep thought and deliberation.  We 
would not have wanted to be in their 
shoes this past year. Although we have 
only seen two “AM” calves and no “NH” 
calves here out of over 5000 Angus 
calves born here in our tenure, the two 
defects AM (Arthrogryposis Multiplex 
and NH (Neuropathic Hydrocephalus) 

have cost us a lot of time and money in 
testing, as well as loss of revenue for 
carrier animals, and will continue to be a 
thorn in our side for a few years.  HOW-
EVER, that being said, how fortunate 
that we were able to quickly identify 
carrier pedigrees and the mode of trans-
mission was a simple recessive, which is 
easily understood.  Long story,  short,  
DNA testing is  not going away, and will  
be a valuable and useful tool that will 
also be able to identify “good genes”, 
just as it identified these undesirable 
recessives. Having these tools should 
make cattle selection easier.    It is evi-
dent our customers are not all that in-
terested in AM or NH; they just want to 
make sure we aren’t selling them known 

colleges.  This led to a visit to the SC 
Ag Commissioner’s School held each 
summer in Clemson for prospective ag 
students.  The next fall Chris enrolled 
at Clemson in Animal Science, and this 
summer asked to intern at our farm.  
What he may have lacked in  experi-
ence, he made up for with a great atti-
tude,  eagerness to learn, enthusiasm, 
and a strong work ethic.  We will be 
interested to see where this one ends 
up after graduation. 

     Caleb Miller, from right here in   
Saluda County,  also spent the summer 
working with us.  Caleb is a graduate of 
RSM High and was on the livestock 
judging team with Sally & Drake.  Caleb 
has his own herd of cows and is truly a 
fan of agriculture.  He is attending 
Piedmont Technical College in their 
transfer program to Clemson, where 
Caleb hopes to study Ag Education.  
Caleb is one of the nicest people you will 
ever meet and he is a great cook.  We 
appreciate the nice job  these young 
men did this summer and are sure they 
will have bright futures ahead. 

Thoughts on Genetic Defects in the Angus Breed 
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       Sally, “Jersey”, Corbin, “Ducky” & Drake 
2009 Junior Beef Round Up 

Sally – Graduated from Ridge Spring-Monetta High School in June.  Fin-
ished 3rd in her class and worked hard her senior year applying for many 
scholarships to help pay for her college education.  We moved her into 
Clemson on August 15th – she is living on the top floor of old Johnstone 
hall, which still has the gun racks built in the wall, a remembrance of the 
days when Clemson was a military school.  She is rooming with a good 
friend from high school, Lori Miller.  Ag Education is her major and she 
is jumping right in, getting involved in the college life.  During the sum-
mer she visited London, England,  with two friends, spent a week at the 
National Junior Angus Show in Perry, GA, worked at the farm and 
worked at Cotton Hope Farms in their peach packing shed.              
Drake and Corbin– Drake has begun his Senior year at Ridge Spring- 
Monetta High.  Corbin is a Sophomore and both he and Drake are busy 
with the high school football season.  They both practice after school 
until it is almost dark each evening.  We are really missing their help at 
the farm as they both worked full time, all summer,  on the farm.  We 
had one of our best years yet harvesting and selling sweet corn.  Drake 
spent the first week of the summer at Palmetto Boy’s State and they 
both went to the National Junior Angus Show in Perry for a week.  Drake 
plans to  attend Clemson University next fall.                                                           
All three of the Yon children are driving, independent, and pretty self 
sufficient.  They are all planning to show a few heifers this fall and the 
boys have a couple of market hogs that they have been feeding this sum-
mer for the Barrow Show at the SC State Fair in October.  They are 
really great help on the farm – we are blessed to have very capable chil-
dren with a good work ethic. 

National Junior Angus Show 

Packing for a weeklong trip with 6 teenagers (Sally, Drake, Corbin, Chris 
& Caleb – interns; and Chelsie (friend))  and 9 head of Angus cattle is 
quite an ordeal, and requires two trucks and trailers,  but the prepara-
tion is always worth the effort once the week is complete.  The Georgia 
Angus breeders did a fabulous job of hosting the Sweet Southern Show-
down in Perry, GA.  We had a good group to attend from SC and a lot of 
participation in many of the events offered.  Our heifers all placed well 
and Drake showed a class winner in his Bred and Owned Cow-Calf class.  
A highlight for us  came when Yon Hazel T154 and her calf were slapped 
as the Reserve Champion Cow-Calf Pair of the Owned Show for the 
Gazda Family from Athens, GA.  Congratulations to Katie for the great 
job of exhibiting this female bred at Yon Family Farms.  Some of the 
other memorable moments of the week were the SC rendition of the 
Dukes of Hazzard in the Certified Angus Beef Cook-Off, a third place 
finish in the Intermediate Teams sales contest for Drake, Corbin, & 
Cory Watt, and the same three, plus Chelsie making the final eight 
teams of the intermediate quiz bowl.  Sally was named 4th place in the 
American Angus Auxiliary Scholarship Competition which make her eligi-
ble to compete for Miss American Angus in November.  She was also a 
recipient of one of the Angus Foundation Scholarships and placed in the 
top fifteen finalists of the National Showmanship Contest.  We went to 
bed late, got up real early and stayed busy most of the day – what a 
great week of Angus fellowship! 

SC Junior Beef Round Up                       
About a week after the National Junior Show, we 
loaded up again for a weekend trip to Clemson for 
the Junior Beef Round, one of our children’s     
favorite summer activities. 

    Congratulations go to Chelsie Goodman, from 
Ridge Spring, for exhibiting Yon Gammer U226, 
(both the heifer and Chelsie are a.k.a. “Ducky”)  
the Reserve Champion Angus at the SC Junior 
Beef Round Up. Sally and Corbin won the Senior 
and Intermediate Sales Talks, respectively, and 
Drake had the top score in the Senior Division of 
the Cattlemen’s Contest.  Corbin was named the 
recipient of the $1000 Autism Scholarship given 
by the Gary Vickery Family from Anderson, SC,  
for his combined score in showmanship, sales talk, 
and cattlemen’s contest.  We always enjoy this 
great weekend with cattle families with all breeds 
from the Southeast.  It is sort of the signal for 
the end of summer and the beginning of school.  
Fortunately we squeezed in a few days at Edisto 
beach shortly after the show, to get recharged 
before school began and much of our work force 
left the farm for school. 

Thanks to our great Team at YFF! 

Matt Dunn,  Chay Renteral,  Anthony Rauton 

(Best wishes to Pat Harwell who has returned to AR) 

 

Anthony Rauton (YFF Crew) & Sally  graduated RSM in June. 



      

Yon Family Farms  -  Your Source for Angus Bulls—Ridge Spring, SC 
Two Annual Sales * November — 1st Saturday  *  February — 3rd Saturday 

  

  Yon Family Farms is a Family owned and 

operated business that depends on Angus 
cattle for its livelihood.  From the beginning 
our Commitment has been to our customers—to 
supply them with functional Angus cattle that 
will ensure their success and profitability. 
November 7, 2009 is an opportunity to 
purchase true Value from a program where 
family,  customer service, and production of 
superior Angus Cattle are our priorities. 

Y o n  F a m i l y  F a r m s   
P O  B o x  7 3 7   R i d g e  S p r i n g ,  S C   2 9 1 2 9    
w w w . y o n f a m i l y f a r m s . c o m  
k y o n @ p b t c o m m . n e t    8 0 3 - 6 8 5 - 5 0 4 8    

.Family  *    Commitment  *   Value... 

Take advantage of Volume 
Pricing & Earn Credits     
toward Future Cattle    
Purchases -  Call us for: 
• Rye & Ryegrass Seed 

• Clover Seed 

• Digi–Star Weigh Systems 

• Wood Posts  

• Fencing Supplies 

• Powder River Equipment 

• Heavy Duty Hay Rings 

• Cattle Minerals 

• Bulk Commodity Feeds 

• Animal Health Supplies 

FOOD -While visiting Ridge Spring, 
we suggest you visit Juniper, which is 
open for lunch every day except 
Wednesday and for dinner on Thurs-
day, Friday, and Saturday nights.  
The dinner menu changes each week 
and might feature Filets, Ribeyes,  
New York Strips, Sirloins, or Flat 
Iron Steaks from Yon Family Farms.  
Top of the Ridge Country Store & 
Peaches n Such in Monetta, are 
open every day,  except Sundays, and 
both serve tasty Yon  Angus Burgers  
on the daily menu.  

(We also have beef available for sale 
at the farm from the freezer.   All 
of our beef is inspected and is    
Certified SC Grown.  To give it a try, 
call for an appointment!) 

Neat Places to Visit in Ridge 
Spring– Most on Main Street - 

*Ridge Spring Art Gallery—features 
many local artists with really great 
items for sale and viewing. (Kevin’s mom 
has artwork on display there.) 

*Stuff n Things— you never know what 
you might find!  Items range from hard 
to find antiques,  to furniture, to art 
and everyday use items - many bargains! 

* The Nut House— a specialty shop with 
pecans grown on the Ridge. Great gift 
items. 

*Harriet’s Garden— floral and gift shop 
operated by Ridge Spring enthusiast, 
Miss Harriet. 

*Pat’s Corner—Antiques galore on the 
corner headed to the farm. 

* More antique stores on Main St! 


